
thirst for, and which will 
win them eternal salvation. 

This initiative is certainly 
what our Holy Fathers, the 
Popes of recent history, 
have wanted us to do. 
Pope St John Paul II wrote 
in 1990: “I sense that the 
time has come to commit 
all of the Church’s energies 
to a new evangelisation. 
No believer in Christ, no 
institution of the Church 
can avoid this supreme 
duty: to proclaim Christ to 
all people.” The ‘Church 
Renovation’ initiative seeks 
to fulfil what the Popes 
from Paul VI to Pope Fran-
cis see as our urgent mis-
sion: to renew the Church 
in holiness and mission. 

Please read page 3 where I 
describe this Renovation 
more fully, and please be 
open to this initiative as it 
develops in our parishes. 

Today, I am introducing a 
new initiative for our part-
nership of parishes. I have 
decided to call it ‘Church 
Renovation’. I will be 
speaking about it in the 
homily at all the churches 
today at Mass. 

When I say the words 
‘Church Renovation’, I 
guess that most of you 
would immediately think 
of doing something to im-
prove the buildings. It is 
true that our buildings 
always need some atten-
tion, but that is not what I 
mean by ‘Church Renova-
tion’. It is pointless spend-
ing time, energy and our 
precious resources on do-
ing up our buildings, if 
there is no community of 
faith to worship God there. 
And so when I speak of 
‘Church Renovation’ I am 
talking about renewing not 

the buildings, but our par-
ish communities of faith. 

This initiative of Church 
Renovation is to try to 
change our churches from 
Mass centres where we go 
to fulfil our Catholic du-
ties, to true shrines of 
prayer and holiness, the 
focus of our own spiritual 
lives. It is to turn our par-
ish communities into com-
munities that we feel we 
truly belong to and desire 
others to come and be a 
part of. It is to rededicate 
ourselves to Jesus Christ—
to find him afresh in faith, 
through a  personal 
knowledge of him through 
prayer and living his Gos-
pel and the teaching of his 
Church. It is to reach out 
in faith to others with an 
urgency realising that we 
have the message of true 
life in Christ which others 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINTS OF MERCY 
St Edward the Confessor 

1003-1066 
St Edward was King of 
England for 24 years, dying 
in the year of the Norman 
invasion by William the 
Conqueror. The memory 
of the people was of a 
peaceful and pious king, so 
much so that the Pope can-
onised him about a century 
after his death. His virtues 
of simplicity of life, gentle-

ness, humility and charity 
were complemented by a 
dedicated to chastity. His 
works of mercy included 
pardoning a man who stole 
from the treasury, and 
sharing his wealth with the 
poor beggars and lepers. 
Miracles of healing were 
attributed to him even 
during his lifetime. West-
minster Abbey stands as a 
lasting memorial to him. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am  
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm  
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 8th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday William, Kitty & Michael         
Dumighan 

Sunday 9th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Michael Cullen 

Twenty-Eighth 
Sunday of the Year 

 11.00am   Holy Mass  Int Barbara & Stan Grandfield  
(50th Wedding Anniversary) 

   5.00pm  Reception of Body Ellen McHugh RIP 

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 10th   10.00am  Requiem Mass Ellen McHugh  RIP 

Feria   2.15pm  Mass (In School) Special Intention 

  5.00pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

  6.00pm   Novena Mass Henry & Eleanor Duskin 

Tuesday 11th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

St John XXIII 9.15am    Holy Mass Special Intention 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 12th       

Feria       

Thursday 13th 
St Edward, Confessor 

6.00pm    Mass or Word & Com-
munion 

 

Friday 14th            6.00pm Holy Mass Private Intention 

Feria    6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  

Saturday 15th      10.30am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

St Teresa of Avila   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Winefride & Leonard Atherton 

Sunday 16th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Mary Anne Phelan 

Twenty-Ninth     11.00am   Holy Mass  Stephen Holmes 

Sunday of the Year               6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are lit for 

the following intentions: 

St John’s: Ellen McHugh (BC), Philip 
Bentley, Paul Shaw  
St Joseph’s: Gladys Summerfield  
The lamps at all of our churches are available to 
be dedicated for a week. Minimum donation £5. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
Fr Julian is usually available on Mon-
day evenings from 7pm to 8pm for 
enquiries regarding baptisms, wed-
dings or any other matter. There is 
no surgery this Monday. The next 
surgery is on Monday 17th October. 
There will also be no surgery on 
24th October. 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions for  
October 

That journalists, in carrying out their 
work, may always be motivated by respect 
for truth and a strong sense of ethics. 
That World Mission Day may renew with-
in all Christians communities the joy of the 
Gospel and the responsibility to announce 
it. 
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PASTORAL 

Biddulph SVP The next meeting of 
the Biddulph Conference is on Tues-
day 11th October at 7pm in the 
meeting room. Prayer requests can 
be left with a member or Fr Julian. 

Month of the Rosary The Rosary 
is prayed before each Sunday Mass. 
Today we pray the Luminous myster-
ies. Any volunteers to lead the Ro-
sary are most welcome. Please see Fr 
Julian to volunteer. 

Partnership Parishes Lunch Eve-
ryone is invited from across our Part-
nership to come together for lunch at 
the Chatterley Whitfield pub on Fri-
day 21st October at 12.15pm. Meals 
are to be chosen and paid for on the 
day, no need to book just turn up.  

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

bingo and games. No need to book 
just turn up and if you missed the 
first one there will be another on 
Friday 21st October. Please pass on 
to friends and neighbours who you 
think may be interested. 

Friendship Club Day Trip to the 
Houses of Parliament This trip is 
now full. For anyone going on the 
trip the coach will depart Kidsgrove 
Town Hall at 7.30am.  

Thank You A special thanks to 
Frances and the ladies at English Mar-
tyrs who have been doing tea and 
coffee after Mass for so many years. 
Thanks to them for their hard work 
and dedication. They have been able 
to make a final donation of £300 to 
the parish, which has gone to pay for 
the replating of the sanctuary lamp. 
Many thanks also to the ladies who 
have agreed to take over the refresh-
ments after Mass. 

For lifts offered or required please 
phone Janet (782410) or Jean 
(772983). 

Harvest Assembly Everyone is 
welcome to the Harvest Assembly at 
Our Lady of Grace Academy on Fri-
day 14th October at 2.30pm. The 
donated food items will be sent to the 
foodbank.  

Autumn Fayres Biddulph & Gold-
enhill Fayres are both on Saturday 
19th November this year.  Please 
consider how you can help: new ideas 
are always welcome. We need good 
quality items for the stalls i.e. books, 
bric-a-brac, bottles, cakes on the day 
of the fayres. 

New Lunch Club The lunch club 
started on Friday 7th October at Butt 
Lane Community Centre, Lower Ash 
Rd, Kidsgrove from 11am to 
1.30pm. The cost for lunch is £4.50 
and this includes a 3 course meal with 

CHURCH RENOVATION 

What is ‘Church Renovation’? 

This is an initiative that Fr Julian is 
inviting us to embrace in our parish, 
for the renewal of our parishes, to 
transform them into communities of  
faith and mission.  

Where does this idea come from? 

The idea comes from the call of 
Popes Paul VI, John Paul II, Benedict 
XVI and Francis to bring about a 
‘New Evangelisation’. They have 
seen the way the Church, especially 
in the Western Europe, is dying, and 
they are calling us to have a new vi-
sion of what we should be. 

What is this vision? 

We should be: 
· Alive with faith, living the Gos-

pel, rather than giving only lip 
service to it. 

· Alive with prayer, making our 
churches temples of prayer, the 
liturgy an encounter with God, 
each with a personal life of prayer 
influencing every part of life. 

· Coming to a deeper personal 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and his 
teaching, and the teaching of his 
Church. 

· Reaching out to others to draw 
them to Jesus and to live a life 
which glorifies him in the heart of 
the Church. Not being content to 
see our parishes die around us, 
and for ‘Catholic’ families to go 
astray, but seeing that God’s call 
is alive today as it was at the time 
of the apostles. 

How do we do this? 

Other parish-
es have been 
transformed 
in this way—
it’s not an 
i m p o s s i b l e 
dream. Fr 
James Mal-
lon, a Scottish 
priest, who 
has a parish in 
Nova Scotia, 

Canada, has written a wonderful 

book called ‘Divine Renovation’ 
showing how this can be done. I will 
be inviting groups of parishioners to 
come together to read this book and 
to see how we can bring about a ren-
ovation in our parishes. 

What tools do we need? 

Fr James Mallon shows how he has 
brought about renovation in his par-
ishes through the use of the Alpha 
course. We are inviting parishioners 
from our parishes to ‘come and see’ 
what Alpha is like in a Catholic con-
text. There will be a session on Alpha 
at Holy Trinity, Newcastle on Satur-
day 12th November from 10.30am to 
3.30pm. We need people from our 
parishes to come to this and find out 
more—there is no commitment be-
yond coming for the day, though 
hopefully parishioners will be in-
spired by this presentation. Next 
week, Paul Northam, our Diocesan 
field worker will be with us at each 
Mass to speak about Alpha, and to 
invite parishioners to come to the day 
on 12th November. 



PARISH REGISTERS 

Entrance Antiphon: If you, O Lord, should mark 
iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with 
you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel. 
Response to the Psalm: The Lord has shown his 
salvation to the nations. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Your 
words are spirit, Lord, and they are life: you 
have the message of eternal life. [Alleluia.] 
Preface of Ordinary Sundays III  
Eucharistic Prayer III 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: The rich suffer want and 
go hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack 
no blessing. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday of the Year (C)   
CTS Sunday Missal page 1072          

FUNDRAISING  
Collections: 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£419.05, Non-Gift Aid £185.83, 
Total £604.88. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £245.00, Non-
Gift Aid £155.04, Total £400.04.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £230.07, Non-
Gift Aid £116.95, Total £347.65.  

Second Collections The Second 
Collection this week is for CAFOD. 

Biddulph 125 Club If you would 
like to join the 125 Club or if you 
already have a number and would like 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Luke 17:11-19 

A foreign leper is cleansed and in thanksgiving returns to offer 
homage to the God of Israel. We hear this same story in both the 
First Reading and Gospel today. Today's Gospel implies that most 
of the ten lepers healed by Jesus were Israelites—but only a for-
eigner, the Samaritan, returned. The Samaritan leper is the only 
person in the New Testament who personally thanks Jesus. The 
Greek word used to describe his "giving thanks" is the word we 
translate as "Eucharist." We, too have been healed by our faith in 
Jesus. We return to glorify God in each Mass, to offer ourselves in 
sacrifice—falling on our knees before our Lord, giving thanks for 
our salvation͘ 

Trinity Sixth Form If you have 
chidren in your family who are in 
Year 11 and you would like to find 
out more about what is offered by the 
Trinity Sixth Form (the joint sixth 
forms of St Margaret Ward, St John 
Fisher and St Thomas More Acade-
mies), then please come along to one 
of the following Open Evenings: St 
Margaret Ward on 17th October; St 
John Fisher on 19th October and St 
Thomas More on 10th November. 
All Open Evenings start at 7pm with 
an address by the Principal, followed 
by an opportunity to meet and talk to 
staff. 

Evening of Mercy The final even-
ing of Mercy will be Tuesday 11th 
October at St George & St Martin, 
Birches Head at 7pm.  

Death 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of Ellen McHugh. The Requiem 
Mass will be offered for the repose of 
her soul on Monday 10th October at 
St John’s at 10am followed by crema-
tion at Bradwell. There will be a re-
ception on Sunday evening at 5pm. 

Please pray also for the soul of Paul-
ine Wright. The Requiem Mass will 
be offered for the repose of her soul 
on Tuesday 18th October at St John’s 
at 11.30am. Burial will take place at 
Newcastle Cemetery. 

Please pray also for the soul of Teresa 
Ball who died recently. Funeral ar-
rangements to follow. 

And please pray for the soul of Pat 
Holmes. A funeral service will take 
place at Bradwell Crematorium on 
Monday 17th October at 2pm             

Requiescant in pace 

another, there are 3 numbers availa-
ble. Please speak to Elsie, Vincent or 
Mary.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.136 T Clarke; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.135 J Hodgkinson; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.188 M Macormick. Monthly Oc-
tober’s subs are now due. Numbers 
are always available to new members. 

Coffee Morning The Macmillan 
coffee morning held at Our Lady of 
Grace Academy raised £369. Thank 
you to everyone for the amazing 
turnout.  

Nightfever On the last Friday of  
the Year of Mercy, 18th November, 
there will be ‘Nightfever’ - an even-
ing of prayer and evangelisation for 
young people at Sacred Heart Han-
ley. 

Closing Event St Gregory’s Long-
ton will host our closing event for the 
Year of Mercy on the afternoon of 
the Feast of Christ the King, Sunday 
20th November. It will include a 
celebration of the works of mercy 
throughout our Deanery, as well as a 
final prayer event. More details soon. 

Church Renovation Prayer 

The renovation of our churches 
begins and ends with prayer. 

Please be sure to take a ‘Proclaim’ 
prayer card with you today, and 

commit to say this prayer each and 
every day. 


